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Market information on onions was issued from the Benton Harbor,f&i»c};iigah office :from August 5 to
October 31, and from Grand Rapids, Michigan from MNovember 4 to #pril 10, 1944, .

National Situation - s f .
The 1943 late commercial onion crop was estimated by the Crop Reporting Service at 11,458,000 -
sacks (100-1b.) compared to 13,736,000 sacks in 1942 and 11,586,000 sacks for the previous 1lO-yea
(1932+41) average. Txpressed in percentages, the 194% crop wes 16% less thon a year ago and 1%
under average. Eoth decline in acresgend reduced yields contributéd to production of the
smaller crop. The 1943 hawvvested acreage was placed at 54,740 acres compared to 60,540 acres for
1942 and 56,720 acres for the 1C-year average. Average yields were estimated at 209 sacks per
acre compared to 227 sacks in 1942 and 204 sac:s for the 10-year dverage. The decline in pro-
duction sectionally, was in the Midwestern and Fastern group of Stated., Production, acreage-
and yields were above 1942 and average in the Testern irrigatéd areas. °A late spring, and ex-
cessive rains during the early part of the growing season reduced yields in Midwestern and Easte
ern areass '

)

Michigan Situation

(Fuo.be prices strong at ceiling)
A short crop combined with a strong demand placed onions in a very favorable price situation.
Open market valucs were held down %y ceiling price limitations, and f.0.0. prices were strong at
cciling, with demarnd excecding supply for the entire season. Supplies were especially short on.
domestic tynme Yellows, due to the short crop in the Midwestern and Eastern areas where this type
bulb is the principal variety produceds This type onion is usually the priacipal source of late
storage supplies for the country. Stcrage supplics of this short crop were further reduced by
heavy movement to consumers in August. A ceiling levels were rolled back September 1, and a
heavy movement occurred on early harvested stock in late August to avoid price decline. A strong
domostic demand existed during the entire scason, also demand from the Government buying agencies
was strong. Domestic typc onions are cspecially suitable for long distance shipment in the fresk
statc, late storage and dchydration, hence the demand from the Armed Forces and Lease Lend was -
actives Government buying nceds prior to Janvary 1 were largely filled from arcas other than
Michigan, but shortly after the first of the year, 50% of stocks on hands were requsitionced from
Michigan. As a result, domestic supplies were cxtremely short after the first of January.

Holdings other than for the Armed Forces cleaned up the earliest since Michigan has become an
important commercial producing area. Stocks held in storage received a price advantage not dis-
cernable at the start of the season. CPA rcgulations aliowed a $1.00 per 50-1b. sack extra for
Boilcrs for the major part of the storage season, and with strong demand this grade stock sold
readily at the extra premium., In spitc of modcratcly favorable prices, the 1943 scason was un-
profitable to a large portion of Michigan muck growcrss Yields were spotted. In the castern,
central, and southern sections of the State, crop failurcs or near crop failurcs due to excessive
rainfall resulted in production losscs. The Grant section had the best crop ef any area and pro-
fited most from the active demand this scason. '

(1943 Michigan crop 55% less than for 1942 and 54% under average (1932-41).) :

Michigan dropped from third place a ycar ago to sixth, as ranking onion producing State in the
late crop group. Michigan's 1943 harvest was cstimated by the Crop Reporting Service at 840,000,
sacks (100-1b.) comparcd to 1,848,000 sacks in 1942 and 1,818,000 sacks for the 10-year (1932-41)
averagc. Both rcduction in acrcage and lower average yields accountcd for this declincs Av-
eragc yields per acre declined to 150 sacks per acrc comparcd to 220 sacks for 1942 and 186 sacks
for thc 10-ycar average. Harvested acreage was placed at 5,600 acres compared to 8,400 acres in
1942 and 10,000 acrcs for the 10-ycar averagce

Excessive rains in the carly part of the growing scason caused abandonment of some planted
acreage and greatly rcduccd ylelds in other fields. This wos cspecially tru in the muck areas
in the castorn, central and southern parts of the State. The rainy growing season incroased
production costs, becausc of the- additional weching neccssary.

Michigan rail shipments to date, April 1, (with the shipping secason virtually over) amounted to
1,097 cars and comParcd to final shipments a year ago of 3,300 cars. 4 partial count of truck
shipments was available from the WFa permit officcs This is not complete, as permit system was
not started until September 5. - Truck shipments so rccorded amounted to 816 carlot equivalcntse

No spccial transportation shortages developed, cither in trucks or refrigerator cars in moving

thc short 1943 crop.

Distrivution of lichigan onions shifted from normal channcls, due to the effects of Government
regulations diverting stocks to non-civilian channels and from price regulations, A heavy move-
ment in August, prior to the rollback in ceiling prices, altcred civilian distribution some.

For the btnlince of the markecting season, civilian movcment was heavier to nearby outlots than to
distant markets than is normally the casc. Shortly after the first of the year, 50% of the
stocks on hand werec diverted to military and Lensé Lond outletse Detailed distribution of rail
movement is listed in chart form in this summery. : ’

) Quality and Condition
Quality and condition of the bulk onions stored in 1943 was above average. A dry fall and a
short crop aided in storing stock in primc condition. Most weak lots werc moved early in the
harvest period. : '
. Containers :
Sufficient sacks were available for packaging the 1943 crope. However, ficld crates were scarce
where replacement or increased requirements were necdede :

- Continued on Page 2 -
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PRIMARY DESTINATIONS CARLCT SHIPMENTS MICEIGAN ONIONS
___________ (B_a...l shipnents_for the period August 5_through March 31)_ .. _ . . .
State and City. _ _ Cors_ :State and City __ _ _Cars _:State and Civy_ - _Cars. 'Statg_ & City_ _Car,
Alabama. Iouisiana New York (Cont'd) Virginia
Birmingham 6  Camp Clayborne 1 New York City 138 " Camp Lee 1
Inleville 2 Canp Livingston 1 Pier 29 1 Ft. Story 1
Ft. McClellan 1 New Orleans 35 23324 Street 1 Lynchburg 2
Montgomery 1 Total 7 Total 181  loundsville 1
Siebert L - . Newport News 1
Total 11 Maine North Carolina Norfolk 13
Lewiston 2 Camp Butner 1 Richmond _9
Arkansasg - Portland £ Gharlotte 7 Total 38
Camp Chaffee .2 Total . 8. - Cherry Point 1 _ F
Ft. Robinson L * Durham 2 West Virginia -
Total. 3  laryland Ft. Bragg 2 Bluefield e
: . Baltimore 19 Goldsboro 4 Huntington 4
Connecticut. ' Preston . 2 Raleigh 1 Moundsville 1
Hartford 3 Total ) 2l - ‘Vashmgton * 2 :Parkebsburg 1
New Haven 10 : Weldon 1 Princeton 2
Total 13  lassachusetis Winston-Salen 2 Total 10
_ Boston 57 Total 23
District Qi ColU'nb A " Charleston: 7 S © Wisconsin .
Washington B ‘Charlestown 2 North Dakota ‘Appleton Jct. 4
-+ New Bedford 1 Preston 1 Camp McCoy - = '3
Florida o Sprlngfleld 2 o . Green Bay * 8
Camp Murphy 1 orcester 2 . Dhio - . Oconto’ 2
Defuniak Springs 2 - Total 71 Bellefontaine 1 . Total Lo 17
Drew Field 2 © - Cincinnati 31  Unreported by
Jacksonville 3  Michigan Columbus 2 Railroads __ 116
Miami 3 Detroit 37 Hemilton 8 TOTAL . 1097
Orlando 1 Flint 6 Toledo 2
Starke 1 Fbte Custer 1 Youngstown -18 B : .
Talahassee 1 Grand Rapids 18 Total 83 SIM’ARY BY STATES;
Tampa -~ 8 Greenville 2 . ~Alabama 11
Yukon - A .1 .. Houghton 1 - Peansylvania Arkansas 3
Total 23 Ishpeming 3 Altoona 1  Connecticut ‘13
- ‘ Zeeland - B Chambersburg 5 Disteof Cole 2
Georgia. : Total 74 Harrlsburg 3 Florida 23
Atlanta -5 : : Monessen 1 .Georgia 15
Avgusta 1 Mississi Philadelphia 17. Illinois 41
Camp Stewart 2 Camp McCain 2 Pittsburgh 86  1Indiana 9
Columbus = 5 Camp Shelby 5 Springfield 1  Iowa 3
Ft. Benning 1-  Elliott 1 Springsboro 1 Xentucky 28
Savannzah 1 Grenada. 1 Uniontown - 2 Louisizmmna- Y
Total" 15  Gulfport L Potal 117 Maine 8
o : Total 10 R : Maryland <l
Illinois - : Bhode Island Mass. 71
Camp. Ellis 2 IMissouri _ Providence 4 Michigan 74
Blue Island 1. Jefferson Barracks 3 . Mississippi 10
Chicago 20 Kansas City 3 South Carolina Missouri 13
Fast St. Louis 1 icElhany 1 Charleston 3  Nebraska 1
Fulton - 1 Newburg P Chester 4  New Hampshire 1
Great lakes 14 St. Louis 4 Columbia 8 New Jersey 72
Table Grove 2 Total 13 - Ft. Jackson 1 New York 181
Total 4 - Greenville -7 . North Dake 1
Nebraska \;reenwood 2 . N.Carolina .23
JIndiana . " South Omeha 1 Spartansburg L Ohio 63
Edinburg 1 . Total - 25  Penne 117
Ft. Wayne .3 New Hampshire Rhode Island 4
Indlanlpolls 5 Xeene 1 Tennessee S.Carolina .26
Tota.l 9 . Bristol 5. Tennessee. 44
New Jersev Camp Forest 7 Texas 11
I . Bridgeton 2 Morristomm 4 Virginia - 28
Muscatine . 3 - Campbell 1 Knoxville 2  VW.Virginia .10
: Jersey City 50 Nashville 24  isoonsin
Kentucky NY Lighterage Sta. 7 Millington 1 Total 981
Camp Breckenndge 2 Salenm 5 Tullahoma 1l Unreported ._116
Camp Campbell 1 Taverly 1 Total 44  TOT : 1097
Edgerton: 5 Weehawken 7 , -
Ft. Knox 0 Total 72 Texas .
Harlan o1 Bersley View 1
Lexington 5  New York Tallas 1
Louisville 7 Barclay Ste 34 Ft. Worth . ®
Paducah L 3Brooklyn 1 Flourbluff 1
Total 28 Medina - o Homston 1
San Antonio L
____________ A
Fs0.B. ONION SALES WEST LJII___C_‘H__I_C—_A}{ POINTS 1943-44 WITH COMPARISONS
Prices for 1939-40 thru 1942-43 are for USyl Yellows, 50-lb.sacks, all .size ranges 40% 2" & Er to
2" mine Prlcgs for %943-44 are for Yellows & Yellow fo?i]-.-ers, 50-1b.sacks. all size ranges.
sales are on:basis _of sal@§ £200h0 slup@m p_o;n& q,uo_ & waeklx- __________________
Week_Fnding 3 _1943-44 - _t_ _1942-44_ _:_ _194c-4. 243 S 194142 _ 1 1940-4) __ 1_8.39-40
: Yello WS Yellow Bo:.lers Yellows Yellows Yellows - Yellows.
Nove 6 $1.69 $1.20~1.25 $1.25-1.45 $.60 $, +50- .5
13 1.8 1e17-1025 . 1.25-1.40 +55- 460 - a#8- L5
20 1.20—1025 1 35-1.55 . QSS- .60 . ;.‘ _' . ® ‘. :
27 1.20-1.40 1.50-1.65 eB2- 68 - (50-:45
Dec, 4 179 1025-1‘45 1.50-1.55 060- «70 050-' o« SF
11 1.79 $2.79 1.40-1.50 1.50~1.55 ¢80~ .75 e47= o5
18 1.79 2,79 1,45=1.50 1.50-1.60 " 82~ .70 48~ o5}
24 1.79 2.79 1.50 1.45-1+60 - 62= 70 048~ o5
31 2.79 1050-'1. 65 lo 60-1. 85 .62'- o70 .50" .55
Jano 8 l. 89 2.89 1060—1072 1.90—'2.25 .62— .67 044" .6(
15 1,89 2489 1,65-1.72 2.00-2.190 62~ 70 o565 LB
22 1.89 2. 89 © 1.65-1,72 1.95-2.15 «60- ,70 57— 68
29 2.04 3,04 1.72 1.90-2.10 60~ 470 «65~ 9
Febo 5 2.04 3.04 1.,80-1.82 2o 00-2.15 060" 70 o75= og:
12 2,04 3404 1.80~1.82 2.10-2.20 B0~ .67 ¢80~ #9€
19 2,04 1.8 2,05-2.15 ¢55= o65 «85- o9
—_—— 36_. —— . ——— — . ———— - — Ae82 &Q5~2..12 —_—— .1.5;5.-_0.@ e e 0 27= 45§
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) WEEKLY PRICE RANGE MICHIGAN ONIONS IN IMPORTANT MARKETS 1943-44
Quotations are for complete size range as quoted on each market, for 50-lb.sacks, jobbing lots,
price range .qug.tgd.:vv&elgl%- _______________________________ —
E:g}lc "m’t BoiL N Xllgw_B.Q lY 0 YRJ,,l K : CHICATGO v CINCINNATI™ —
ag_ $"hite Boilers_sXe ilerss _ Yellows _. & _ Yellows _ iYellow Boiler: __ _Y, S_ __
25 1bs 50 1bs 50 1bs R N e )

Nove 6  $1.88 1vs
13

1.88 $2.20 $2.22
27 2.20-2,29
Dece1l 24175-2.30
18 1,95-1.98 $3.48
24  1.95 3.48 $2445-2.47 2.85
31 2045-2.47 2.34 .
Jan. 8 3,58 2¢39-2,40
15 3.58 2eR2-2440
22 3.58 2.60 24222444
29 2.60
Feb, 5 3.78 $3.55 2,49
12 2,07 24622475 2037-2.59 3,56
19 2,07 24282, 44 2.39
26 2.28
Mar, 4 2. 28-2.70
11 2,45-2,50
-8 e 2285 20522072 o e e e - — .
Week : B0 S T0 XN 3 . F I "TT S EURGH T
Ending i _ Yellows _ _:Yellow Boilers: _Yellows .. _ _ :_Vhites _ : _ Yhites _ _iYellgw Boilers
50 1bs 50 1bs 50 1bs 50 1bs 25 1bs 50 1bs
Yovs 13 $2.28—2.29 2.58—2- 68
20 2e27~2¢ 30 $1.85
Dec. 11 24 38-2440
24 $2.48 $3.48
Jan., 8 2.50 $3.50
15 2.50 3450
22 3,58 2.50 3,50
29 3,58 2.50 3.50
Febs 5 2.55 3455
12 2. 64-2. 65 3. 64—3. 65
26 2.64 3.64
Mare 4 2,79
S s S U 2079 o e e e e — —————
¢ ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION ONIOWS (for Market): CGUERCIAL CROP
Released by Crop Beporting Board, Us S._D. A., Uashingbon, D._C., December 17, 1943s)_ — — — — -
teased by Crop Beporting Jofiieg s 2t b G D e Ak & PRODUSITON Z T
GROUP ! 10-year ¢ : $10=yT,e ¢ :10-year ¢ :
- AND ! Average ¢ 1942 ¢ 1943 iaverage: 1942 : 1943 :Average : 1942 i 1943
—— . _ STATE _ 2 1932-4) 3 _ _ _ _ . 21932=4L8_ . _ _ _ $1932-4) ..
- Acres = - 100 1b sacks - - 1,000 sacks ~ -
arl rings : : : .
exas - 47,220 _ _ 78,200 _ _ 28,000 _ _ 37 _ _60_ _ _61_ 1/1,697 _ 2,292 _1,70f
te Spring: : .
Grotslp Total 17,180 _ _ 26,830 _ _ 20,650 _ _ 56 _ _BO_ _ _.43 _ _ 954 _ 1,586 _ _88¢
Early Summers I ’ o : ‘
Grglp Total _ _ 8,380 _ _ _ 9,050 . _ _5,600 _ _139 _ _129_ _ 138_ _ 1,165 _ 1,167 _ 78}
late Summer: ’ o C - .
Massachusetts 2,820 1,350 1,200 228 250 215 1/634 338 25¢
New York 12,210 15,200 10,800 238 232 210 )/ 2,897 3,897 2,28
Pennsylvania _ _ _ 200 _ __ _36Q _ _ . _ 380 _ _162 . 170 __ 1 6 ___58__ 6L _ _&
Eastern — 35390 8,910 ~ T 712,390 _ _ 233 _ 232  _ 209 _ 3,589 _ 3,925 2,58
Ohio’ 2,920 . 1,200 860 145 . 220 180 402 . 264 ~ 15t
Indiana 4,330 2,100 1,9C0 166 240 130 684 504 24/
Illinois 2,540 2,200 2,200 121 . 155 120 309 341 2B
MICHIGAN 10,000 8,400 5,600 186 220 150 1,818 1,848 . 84(
Wisconsin 1,180 1,700 - 1,800 170 200 150 202 340  28F
Minnesota 2,880 - 4,280 3,900 196 - 215 135 . 584 920  52¢
Towa ___%BQ_______ZSQ___ 450 _ _ 182 _ 225_ _ 200 _ _ 134 _ 169 _ _ 9r
Central  _ 24,630 _ _ 20,630 _ _ 16,810 _ _ 168 _ 213 _ 143 _ 4,133 _ 4, 86 2 *4%
Colorado 5,180 7 4400 9,300~ 206 ~ 270 265 171,1027 T 1,998 2,46
Utah : 1,080 - 1,200 1,200 250 220 250 271 . 264 300
Nevada 160 200 300 212 250 200 34 50 6¢
-Califarnia . 4,010 . 6,350 - 7,000 179 195 . 215 1/ 708 1,238 1,50k
Idaho . 2,490 3,400 3,300 310 250 260 1/ 794 . 850 85t
Oregon 2,500 3,400 3,600 - 256 215 285 645 731 1,02t
Washington 10280 . _ 1,050 _ . _ _ 840 __242 280 _ 300 _ _ 310 _ _ 294 _ _ng:
Western T TyB.700 T T 723,000 — _ 25,540 _ _ 231 _ 236 _ 253 _ 3,864 _ 5,425 _6,46¢

— 56,720 _ _ 57 T Te27” Z 209" T 11,5867 113,730 11540
TOTAL ALL SPATES_ 129,500 _ _ 134,520 _ _ 108,850 _ _ 119 _ 140_ — 1136 _ 15,402_ _18,781 14,8l
l/ Includes some quantities not marketed and excluded in computing value: California, late spring
- 145,000 sacks in 1942, early summer - 70,000 in 1942; Texas, late spring - 303,0C0 in 1942; .- 7
Georeia = 80,000, in 1943; and Wisconsin = 50,000 sacks in 1982 — _ _ oo mm —mmmm— = ~

Total Late 56,720 60,540 _ _ 54,740 _ _ 204

EARLY TEXAS ONION SHIFMENTS PAST TEN SEASONS:

For weekly_periods, dates as_of 1944 season and gorresponding dates of previous seasons... i
i‘%eskﬂmlgipg - _133%. - —122% - _1231 — __1&3% — _1_9.38_ _ 1940 __ 1941 _ 1942 _ 1943 . 1944 _ _ _
viaxrc. ' - - - -

March 25 - 74 347 19 27 47 - - - - 14 !

April 1 464 632 136 203 238 - - 23 210

&pril 8 - 846 580 412 379 445 - - 39 ,

April 17 563 664 637 364 940 205 7 675 .

April 22 _ _ 859 _ 1,128 _ _79Q _ 1,106 _ 824 _ 391 _ _ L&)_m.. 2.?% o f---F---
avalladle. . L

- Concluded on Page 4 -
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Crop_Year & July_:_ Auge 3
19%? ulz gb
1928 - 30
1929 - 32
1930 - 86
1931 1 73
1932 - 89
1933 1 185
1934 - 334
1935 - 81
1936 5 357
1937 3 196
1938 16 162
1939 28 236
1940 36 74
1941 62 237
1942 43 294
1943 # 8 232

CARLOT SEIPMENTS MICHIGAN ONIONS BY CROP YEARS

Marketing Michigan Onions

499
3Q3
812

237

454

754
1099

353
1157

551

543
369
156
562

| 619

673
451
- 1050
499
612

. 335

(1104 .
387
431

238
297
347
553

— — — — . ———— — t o e ey e e v et e e - oes —

STATE _ _ _ _ _ _ i_ 1938239

Cars .
Massachusetts 164
New York 44109,
Ohio 284
Indiana 549
{1llinois 114
MICHIGAN 4,569
Wisconsin 426
Minnesota 1,357
Iowa 665
Texas 6,956
Idaho 2,781
Colorado 1,656
Utah 759
Vashington 242
Oregon 1,972
California  _ . _ _ 1,320
TOTAL 28,706

Notes: l/ Crop-movement season covers 16 months

708"
1007 -

532 308
289 <11
424 378
686+ 493

- 349 - 475
503 - 448
472 . 552
77 609

© 303 269

L 720 624 -
377 432
402 678
255 335
223 227
272 - 34
319 - 326

79

— v — — - — oy —tn —— — e — — — — ——— —

following year. i,
2/ Includes shipments through April 1, 19:4.

 REX,

‘ CROP " MOVEMENT _SEASOXN
$_ 1939-40 s 1940-4l' s 194112 _: _1942-43 _ : _l
: s Cars \rs Cars ‘
130 102 - 101 189 61
3,687 4,552 - 4,598 5,197 2,033
246 26} 298 201 L Ig5
590 745 912 753 429
91" 95 - 158 144 77
3,422 2,58] ¢ 3,138 3,300 1,101
141 278" 456 .- 356 231
2,031 1,956 1,948 2,591 918
593 427 400 695 219
7,373 4,907 3,819 8,877 5,577
2,468 1,652 2,389 1,766 24202
2,670 1,607 3,218 3,914 6,042
614 261 367 289 414
714 316 708 767 457
2,152 1,719 2,184 1,255 - 1,896
o 1,378 1,445 1,326 1,741 _ 2,352
28,746 23,098 26,102 32,663 25,001

Released at Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 8, 1944

270
501
580
454
. 659
&
985
561
923
565
- 74T
633
386
581
477 .

331
pessn
386
649
424

194344 Seasons

Apr, s lay :iJune
77 P 2 E' -
285 63 - -
405 B84 - -
735 .38l 27 ° =
260 28" - -
853 343 45 )
5617 278 1 -
511 138."° = -
704 262 17 -
679" 30 - -
718 189 - -
768 185 5 -
616 . 293.: 20 -
519 239 25 7
302 34 - -
312 5 - -
203

— o - e - - e — e e e - —— tmw = e e e et e e mmn e e e e e Tem m Ge e - — — e

_Septes Octe._:_Nov.
Fest Tev T 5%

iTotal
2,652

2,665
2,964
5,499
2,800
4,776
4,91

6,17

3,620
6,954

— e —— —— . v——
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